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SUBJECT SRV PRIME MINISTER'S COMMENT ON MIA'S 

REF: BANGKOK 8032 

1 . THERE IS NO OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF PHAM VAN DONG'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE. SRI LANKA BROADCASTING COMPANY (SLBC) 
TAPED CONFERENCE,BUT WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET DIRECT 
ACCESS TO TAPE. SLBC PROVIDED USIS WITH TRANSCRIPT OF 
PHAM'S ANSWERS,BUT WITHOUT THE QUESTIONS ASKED.AND TRANS- 
CRIPT MAY BE INCOMPLETE. 

2. FOLLOWING IS SOLE REFERENCE TO U.S. MIA'S IN SLBC 
TRANSCRIPT OF PHAM'S ANSWERS. PLEASE NOTE THAT AWKWARD 
ENGLISH IS RESULT OF VIETNAMESE INTERPRETER'S RENDITION 
OF PHAM'S VIETNAMESE INTO ENGLISH. 
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3. QUOTE.NOW THIS IS THE SITUATION OF THE RELATIONS BE- 
TWEEN VIETNAM AND U.S. THE TWO PARTIES HAVE TO SOLVE 
TOGETHER THREE MAIN QUESTIONS. FIRST THE NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. SECOND THE 
OBLIGATIONS OF THE U.S. TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE HEALING 
OF THE WOUNDS OF WAR AND TO POST WAR RECONSTRUCTION OF 
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THE WAR DEVASTED ECONOMY WHICH IS AN OBLIGATION ON THE 
PART OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. BECAUSE OF THE U.S. 

WAR OF AN AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM HAS CAUSED TREMENDOUS 
MATERIAL LOSSES TO OUR COUNTRY. AND THE THIRD 
QUESTION IS THE MISSING IN ACTION.MISSING IN ACTION 
OF THE U.S. AND THE RETURN OF THE REMAINS OF THE U.S. 

DEAD IN VIETNAM. FOR THIS THERE IS NO DIFFICULTY AT 
ALL. THE LIVING AMERICANS WE HAVE RETURNED TO AMERICA. 

AS TO THE REMAINS OF THE DEAD THERE IS NO REASON 
THAT WE KEEP THEM. BUT THIS IS THE SOLUTION OF PACKAGE 
DEAL.UNQUOTE. 

4. TEXT OF SLBC TRANSCRIPT OF PRESS CONFERENCE BEING 
POUCHED TO NEA/INS MALOTT AND TO POL EMBASSY BANGKOK. 

WRIGGINS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MIA, WAR, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COLOMB01258 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 22-01 63 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780356/aaaabveq.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a99c17c5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BANGKOK 8032 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3295490 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SRV PRIME MINISTERYS COMMENT ON Ml AYS 
TAGS: CASC, MOPS, SOPN, US, VM 
To: BANGKOK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a99c17c5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



